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Abstract 
Each year a lot of master theses are written but the literature on language learning and teaching in Turkey does not 
include any studies that make an extensive analysis of these theses. To fill this gap, this study aims at analyzing the 
theses that have been written from 2005 to 2010 in MA ELT programs.  To do this, selected master theses from five 
universities in Turkey were analyzed on the basis of a number of criteria related to topic and content. At the end of the 
study some conclusions are drawn about the common trends in ELT studies and this study suggests ways to conduct 
research in the mentioned field.  
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1. Introduction 
One of the most important components of an M.A. ELT program is writing a thesis. It is a combination of the 
skills and knowledge that have been gathered during the M.A. program. Master thesis can be seen as the first step 
into the systematic research in ELT. At present, there are at least 30 ELT departments in Turkish universities that 
offer M.A. ELT programs. A lot of research theses are produced each year. Therefore, it would be helpful to 
examine these theses in order to draw An outline of the recent trends in TESOL. This can help ELT graduates in 
their selection of theses topics, and it would help researchers in general to stay up-to-date.  
is, which undertakes to evaluate MA TESOL programs in 
Turkey. The author had to go through a bulk of theses as a part of the completion of his PhD thesis. Partial 
inspiration for the present study came from a similar study that was carried out in Taiwan by Chun & Cheng (2010). 
This study was intended to draw conclusions regarding research trends based on an analysis of master theses that 
were found to be language skills, including research on listening, speaking, reading, writing, pronunciation, 
vocabulary, and grammar, teaching methods or approaches, materials or curriculum, and computer assisted language 
learning (CALL).   
Traditionally, synthesis of research in TESOL is in the form of literature review as opposed to quantitative 
content analysis (Hakuta & Cancino, 1977; Ortega & Iberri-Shea, 2005). Similar studies have been carried out in 
Turkey. One such study was carried out by  al. (2009). This study is particularly important on account of 
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the fact that it follows a similar pattern of analysis as the present one. It analyzed the place of literature by 
examining research papers that have been written to find out the relation between literature and language teaching. 
However, there are no studies that focus on the meta-analysis of MA theses in Turkey.  
in the selected universities. The purpose of this is to figure out interest areas and emerging trends in research in 
Turkey. Therefore, this article aims to address the following questions:  
 
1. What are the most common research topics in the examined theses?  
2. Which topics are more frequently studied in different universities? 
 
2. M.A. Theses to be Analyzed  
 
The present study selected theses from five major universities in Turkey that were written between 2006 and 
2011. These universities are: (1) Hacettepe University, (2) Middle East Technical University (METU), (3) Gazi 
University, (4)   
 
3. Categories of Research Topics 
 
acilitate analysis, a number 
of categories were formulated by reading literature. They are given with their sub-categories. They are as follows: 
(1) Teaching method (TM), (2) Learner factors (LF), (3) Materials or Curriculum Design and Evaluation (MC), (4) 
Teacher Factors (TF), (5) Language Skills (LS), (6) Linguistics (LIN), (7) Technology and language teaching 
(TEC), (8) Literature and culture (LIT and CUL), and (9) Psychology (PSYC) 
 
4. Results  
 
4.1. Evaluation of Teaching Method (TM)  
 like, task-based 
learning, L1 use, topic based instruction, and application of teaching activities such as drama, storytelling, or 
debates.  The results are given in Table 2.  
Table 2. Theses on teaching method TM 
 
 
 
METU 
(52)  
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
TM f      11 4 3 4 6 5 32 
%  19, 2 10, 25 8, 3  10, 25 26 21, 73 16, 2  
 
Out of the 209 theses examined in 6 universities, 32 of them focus on teaching method. The percentage of 
theses that are related to teaching method in general is 16, 2 %. In terms of numbers, METU ranks the first (n=10) 
on teaching method. The next university is Anadolu University with 6 theses. The topic was least studied at Gazi 
university (n=3). However, analysis of percentages indicates that Anadolu University is the first in terms of 
percentage of theses written on teaching method with 26 %. Then comes Hacettepe with a percentage of 21, 73. The 
third university is METU (%=19, 2).  
 
4.2. Evaluation of Learner Factors (LF) 
Learner factors are related to learner autonomy, beliefs about learning English, attitudes to language learning, 
motivation and study habits, or strategies.  
 
 
 Total number of theses.  
 Percentages are calculated in proportion to the total number of theses per university.   
 The percentage of theses written on teaching method in proportion to the total number of theses.  
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Table 3. Theses on learner factors  
 
    METU 
(52) ** 
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
 
LF  
f 7 4 0 3 3 3 20 
% 13, 4  10, 25  0 7, 69  13 13 9,5 
 
As we can understand from the table, the number of theses that specifically focus on learner factors is 20. The 
percentage of these theses is 9, 5. METU ranks the first in terms of both the number (n=7) and percentage (13, 4 %). 
of theses on learner factors. Anadolu and Hacettepe Universities come the second with 3 theses for both. The 
percentage of theses in these universities is 13. Interestingly, there are no theses written on learners factors at Gazi 
University.  
 
4.3. Evaluation of Materials or Curriculum Design and Evaluation (MC): 
Curriculum Design and Evaluation includes portfolios, curriculum/program evaluation, or coursebook evaluation.  
 
Table 4. Theses on Materials or Curriculum Design and Evaluation (MC) 
 
 METU 
(52)  
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
 
MC  
f 3 5 9 3 1 5 24 
% 5, 76 12, 85 25 7, 69 4, 34 21,73  11, 48 
 
The total number of theses written on evaluation of materials or curriculum design and evaluation is 24, and 
the percentage is 11, 48. Gazi University seems to be particularly focused on the issue. There are 9 theses with a 
percentage of 25. Almost one in fours theses was written on evaluation of materials or curriculum design and 
evaluation. The next university is Hacettepe University with 5 theses and 21, 73 %. It seems that Gazi and Hacettepe 
Universities are particularly interested in the actual realization of teaching. METU ranks the last with 3 theses and 5, 
76 %.  
 
4.4.Evaluation of Teacher Factors (TF) 
Teacher factors cover teacher reflectivity, teacher training, teacher identity, teacher characteristics, teacher efficacy 
and burnout, and teacher autonomy 
Table 5. Theses on Teacher Factors (TF) 
 
 METU 
(52)  
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
 
TF  
f 3 3 5 4 2 2 19 
% 5, 76 7, 69 13, 8 10, 25  8, 69 8, 69 9, 09 
 
Total number of theses written on teacher factors is 19 and the percentage is 9, 09. Gazi University ranks the 
first in both in number (n=5) of theses and the percentage (10, 25 %). The next one is Bilkent University with 4 
theses and 10, 25 %. METU is the last university with a percentage of 5, 76.  
 
4.5.Evaluation of Language Skills (LS) 
Language skills include issues related to llistening speaking, reading, phonological awareness, writing, or grammar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** Total number of theses.  
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Table 6. Theses on Language Skills (LS) 
 
 METU 
(52)  
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
 
LS  
f 10 7 17 14 5 6 59 
% 19, 23 17, 94  47, 22 35, 89 21, 73 26, 08 28, 22 
 
Language skills is the most studied area. The number of theses on language skills is 59, and the percentage is 
28, 22. Gazi University exceeds the other universities with 17 theses and 47. 22 %. Almost one in two theses at Gazi 
University was written on language skills. The next university is Bilkent with 14 theses and 35, 89 %. Hacettepe 
University ranks the thir
University with a percentage of 17.94% 
 
4.6. Evaluation of Linguistic Theses (LIN) 
Linguistic theses cover language acquisition, pragmatic competence, discourse analysis, or communicative 
competence.  
 
Table 7. Theses on linguistics 
 
 
 
METU 
(52)  
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
LIN f 10 8 5 0 0 0 23 
%  19, 23  % 20,51 13,88 0 0 0 10, 84 
 
We can understand from the Table 8 that linguistic-related courses were mostly written in three universities. There 
are no linguistic-related theses in Bilkent, Anadolu, and Hacettepe universities. Most of the linguistic theses were 
University and 5 at Gazi University ELT department. It is 
interesting to note that METU is well-known with its literature based content. However, the number of theses 
written in linguistics is relatively high. Finally, we can understand from the table that the percentage of theses 
written on linguistic issues is 10, 84.  
 
4.7.Evaluation of Technology Theses 
Technology theses cover everything about the use of technology and computers in language teaching.  
 
Table 8. Theses on CALL 
 
 
 
METU 
(52)  
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
TEC f 5 3 2 5 2 0 17 
%  9, 6   7, 69 5, 55  12,82   8,69 0 8, 01  
 
Table 9 shows that the number of theses written on computer assisted language learning is not very high. There are 
no theses written on the subject at Hacettepe University. There are 5 theses at METU and Bilkent Universities, 
01%)  
 
4.8. Evaluation of Culture and Literature Theses (CUL and LIT) 
Theses in this category mainly focus on integration of literature in language teaching.  
Table 9. Theses on Culture and Literature 
 
 
 
METU(52   (39) Gazi (36) Bilkent (39) Anadolu (23) Hacettepe (23) Total (209) 
CULT 
and LIT 
f 6 3 1 2 0 2 12 
%  11,53 7, 69 2,77 5,12  0 8,69 5,66 
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It is clear from the table above that the total number of theses on culture and literature is 12 (5,66%). Most of these 
kurova University, two at Bilkent and 
Hacettepe and one at Gazi University. It can be said that the number of theses on culture and literature is rather low.  
 
4.9. Evaluation of Psychology Theses 
Psychology theses include psycho-social factors, personality traits, emotional intelligence, self-esteem, or anxiety. 
Table 10. Theses on Psychology 
 
 
 
METU 
(52)  
 
(39) 
Gazi 
(36) 
Bilkent 
(39) 
Anadolu 
(23) 
Hacettepe 
(23) 
Total 
(209) 
PSYC f 8 4 8 8 1 4 33 
%  15,38 10,25 22,22 20,51 4,34 17,39 15,56 
 
Table 11 shows that the total number of theses on psychology is 33 (15,56%). In terms of percentages, Gazi 
University ranks the highest with 8 theses. At Metu and Bilkent Universities, there are 8 theses on the topic. 
However, they are lower in proportion to the total number of theses in these particular departments. Given the fact 
that psychology plays an important role in terms of language education, the number of theses is relatively 
satisfactory.  
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
 
This study was carried out in order to draw the general lines of research trends in Turkish ELT departments. To 
do this, 212 theses were analyzed in terms of research topics. Preliminary, theses were surveyed in order to reach 
general topic titles. As a result, nine general categories were attained. These are: teaching method, learner factors, 
materials or curriculum design and evaluation, teacher factors, language skills, linguistics, computer assisted 
language learning, literature and culture, psychology. As a next step, titles of theses along with abstracts were 
analyzed and the results were presented in tables.  
The results indicated that the number of theses increased year by year. There are two main reasons for that. First 
of all, the number of students increased, and secondly the number of theses that are available online increased. Most 
of the theses were written at METU (n=52).  
When it comes to research topics, we found that the most studied research topic was language skills. Most of 
them were written at Gazi University. The second most studies topic was teaching method. Hacettepe University 
ranked the highest in terms of the number of theses written on teaching method. The third most studied topic was 
psychology and language teaching. Judging from the most studied topics, we can say that core areas in language 
education were covered in M.A. theses.  
This study focused on the content analysis of theses in the last five years in five selected ELT departments. In 
another study, other factors like research methods can also be included in the study. As an extension, research 
contexts can also be included in order to provide a larger picture.  
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